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Council District #4 Public Open House #4 Summary 

Purpose: Council District #4 Public Open House #1 

Date and Time: April 28, 2026, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

Location: Town Hall Auditorium, 1 Independence Hill, Farmingville 

 

The Town of Brookhaven has initiated an update to its existing Comprehensive Plan, originally adopted 
in 1996. The Comprehensive Plan will provide a blueprint for long-range planning in the community.  

As part of the first phase of public engagement for the Brookhaven Comprehensive Plan, an open house 
was held on Tuesday, April 28, 2026 at the Town Hall Auditorium from 6:00 to 8:00 PM. The open house 
drew more than 24 participants, including residents, property owners, business owners, and other 
stakeholders. Outreach for the event included the project website (www.planbrookhaven.com), flyers 
distributed throughout the Town, a press release and project cards. 

The open house featured an interactive, walk-through format with ten (10) activity stations. Attendees 
were able to explore the stations at their own pace, learn about different aspects of the project, and 
share their input and ideas. A Participant Guide was provided to help navigate the stations and 
encourage feedback.  

http://www.planbrookhaven.com/
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The activity stations included: 

• Station #1 - Project Overview: The what, why and how of the project. 
• Station #2 – Community Profile: Highlights of existing conditions in Both the Town and Council 

District #4. This includes most current data available and a series of maps! 
• Station #3 – Vision: Use the sticky notes to describe what makes the Town and Council District 

#4 a great place to live, opportunities and concerns, and what you’d like it to be like in 5, 10, or 
20 years. 

• Station #4 – The Places We Gather: Using the stickers and map, identify where you go, what 
you do there and how you get there. 

• Station #5 –Serving the Generations: What are your generational needs (Housing, healthcare, 
etc.)?  

• Station #6 –Idea Center: Share your ideas on a variety of topics such as economic development, 
housing infrastructure, recreation and more for the Town.  

• Station #7 –Future Land Use Mapping Station: On the map, use markers and sticky notes to 
identify areas you would like land use changes and areas to remain unchanged.  

• Station #8 – Kids Table: This is a place for kids to be creative and share their ideas. 
• Station #9 –Take the Survey: Take the online community survey!  
• Station #10 –Other Thoughts: Have more to share? Write it down at this station!  

 

Station #1. Project Overview 

This station provided an overview of comprehensive planning.  
• A Comprehensive Plan is both a vision for the future and a blueprint for how to get there. The 

Comprehensive Plan will identify a vision for the future and outline a series of 
recommendations and steps to implement the vision. 

• The planning process is being led by the Town of Brookhaven Department of Planning, 
Environmental, and Land Management (PELM), facilitated by a consultant team led by M.J. 
Engineering and Land Surveying, P.C., supported by Bay Environmental, Camoin Associates, 
and Cashin Associates. 

 
The comprehensive planning effort will be both focused on the big picture townwide, while also 
dialing in on the unique district-by-district needs. A vision, goals and suggested recommendations will 
be drafted for both the Town and each of the Council Districts: 

• Townwide Plan  
o Sets the overall vision for the Town’s future 
o Addressing shared priorities such as: 

 Housing, Transportation, Recreation, Community services, and more! 
o Guides policies and decisions that apply across the Town 

• District Plans 
o Focus on hamlets 
o Identify local challenges and opportunities  
o Provide tailored goals for: 

 Land Use, Infrastructure, and Redevelopment  
o Celebrate what makes each area unique 

 
The Town of Brookhaven is split into six separate Council Districts, and a map was displayed to guide 
participants on what district they reside in. 
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Station #2. Community Profile 

This station provided an overview of the Town and District #4’s demographics, growth trends, 
income, education, and employment. Town and District #4’s population, population growth, and 
housing statistics were displayed in tables and graphs. Income, education, and employment data were 
also displayed in tables and graphs, accompanied by a brief narrative highlighting notable data.  
Ten (10) maps were displayed at this station: 

• Town of Brookhaven Hamlets 
• Townwide Population Density  
• Existing Zoning (Town and District) 
• Current Land Use (Town and District) 
• Environmental Constraints 
• Agriculture 
• Existing Transportation 
• Community Facilities (Town and District) 
• Parks, Recreation & Open Space (Town and District) 
• Historic Places 

 
Community Profile Highlights include the following: 

• Council District #4’s population is about 16.6% of the Town’s population & about 28.3% of the 
land area 

• Older median age than the Town 
• Population trends differs: Town +6.5%, District +1.6% 
• Lower share of homeowners (69.5%) than Town (75.2%) & Suffolk Country (82.5%) 
• Slightly smaller households in Council District #4 
• District #4 shows slightly lower incomes than the Town overall which may indicate more 

financial strain 
 

Station #3. Vision 
This station allowed participants to share what they hope Brookhaven will look like in the future and 
describe what makes the Town so special to shape the vision for the Town and District #4. 
 
Themes included in what makes Brookhaven a great place to live: 

• Abundant public resources including beaches, parks and open spaces that are well 
maintained, clean and safe 

• Numerous community members who invest time and effort into improving their 
neighborhoods 

• Plentiful community events and resources including schools, sports and arts that make the 
Town and its people special 

 
Themes identified by participants (written as presented, in no particular order):  

• Eliminate isolated + improper zoning 
• Store fronts maintained better - clean + beautiful 
• More safe family bike trails  
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Station #3. Vision 
• The Great South Bay, Carman’s River, Open spaces 
• Good schools, beaches, parks, main streets, Smithaven Mall, I feel safe most places I go, lots 

of food options, most places near me are clean and maintained 
• Listen to the people 
• Use the land and buildings that are vacant  
• Open space, beaches, people that invest their heart in community, sports, arts 
• Help the veterans  

 
Themes included in concerns and challenges for the Town: 

• Fast paced construction on greenfields negatively impacts neighborhoods compared to 
thoughtful infill development  

• Roadways are deemed dangerous and unfavorable by community members due to traffic and 
lack of signage 

• Degradation of open space should be limited in order to protect community character   
 
Challenges/concerns identified by participants (written as presented, in no particular order):  

• Traffic, infrastructure  
• Way way too much construction  
• Re north Bellport – What is being constructed near Station Rd + Head of Neck Rd 
• Keep open spaces – slow down development  
• Too many trucks, diesel fumes children breathing 
• Building new development instead of redeveloping old 
• Crack down on illegal rental houses 
• Too many woodlands being destroyed 
• Please stop building rental buildings 
• Too many industrial bldgs. being built and not being filled 
• Environmental impact of development in Middle Island 
• Close the landfill, making people sick 
• Develop a zero-waste policy 
• Lack of adorable housing, lack of public transit 
• Traffic 
• Wildlife being forced out of habitat into residential areas 
• What’s with all the warehouses? What are they for? 
• Lower taxes 
• More industrial buildings?? No low-income housing for young people. With all this 

development, lower taxes maybe?? 
• Move everyone’s garbage to their own communities 
• Dangerous roads and traffic, high taxes, keeping or attracting young people to live here, drug 

addiction 
• Water quality, overcrowding, a “no bedroom house” shouldn’t cost over $350,000, lack of 

community involvement 
 
Themes included in opportunities and strengths for the Town: 

• With a significant tax base, it gives the Town the ability to fund and carry out monumental 
projects 
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Station #3. Vision 
• As several parcels of undeveloped land sit idle, there is an opening to convert these lands into 

protected open space 
• It is an asset, in such a populated area, to have driven community members who’s value their 

neighborhoods incentivizing local improvements  
 
Strengths/opportunities identified by participants (written as presented, in no particular order):  

• Large tax pool to fund projects 
• More dog friendly parks + recreation areas 
• Organic farms 
• Stop traffic going 80 mph on Long Island Ave, Horseblock Bridge to Bellport Ave 
• Middle Country Rd speed limit should be decreased 40 means people drive 50 
• Safer roads get rid of 55 mph speed limit on North Ocean Ave 
• Preserve more open space 
• Opportunities for new business types, high population density means lots of people who need 

work and are an active consumer base with disposable income, people care about their 
community and have incentive to improve their surroundings rather than leave  

 
Themes included in aspirations for Brookhaven in 5,10, or 20 years: 

• Incentivizing growth to urban lands while expanding pedestrian infrastructure to foster a 
walkable downtown area 

• Additional preserved lands for passive recreational activities  
• Generating more spaces for young adults to build communities connections 

 
Aspirations identified by participants (written as presented, in no particular order):  

• A walkable metro area with preserved farm/urban lands 
• Walkable beautiful community spaces. Environmentally conscious and considerate 

development of new construction. Non-alcoholic nightlife and entertainment centers for 
young people to go out and not be on their phones or computers all day 

• More preserved woodlands 
• Continue expanding preserved lands 
• More affordable 
• Environment safe neighborhood, clean air, water, good schools 
• More bike trails 
• Less populated 
• Need another world class hospital  

 
Themes included in what makes your Hamlet/Council District a great place to live: 

• A quite location with abundance of open space, parks and beaches for all to enjoy 
• Expansions of diverse and unique commercial options giving residents and visitors abundant 

options for shopping 
• Perfect place for a family with safe and plentiful recreation facilities for sports activities 

 
Themes identified by participants (written as presented, in no particular order):  

• Quiet community is slowly slipping away to commercial traffic 
• Open space 
• Great parks, great beaches 
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Station #3. Vision 
• Baseball, soccer, football, lacrosse fields 
• Holtsville – safe area, great for families. Quiet, lots of nature not congested. Plenty of places 

to buy food or get groceries. The wildlife is active and seemingly doing well – 
birds/deer/rabbits/turkeys are around but not being disturbed 

• Certain commercial areas have improved visually or have new or interesting businesses and 
restaurants – nice to see 

• When I see efforts to care for the environment by local government or community members 
• Great libraries! Lots of resources at the libraries 

 
Themes included in aspirations for your Hamlet/Council District in 5,10, or 20 years: 

• A clean environment where there is less pollution and residents can enjoy a healthy lived 
environment 

• Increasing amenities in Holtsville to attract visitors to areas appropriate for development 
while maintaining and expanding pedestrian infrastructure 

 
Aspirations identified by participants (written as presented, in no particular order):  

• Beautiful  
• Less traffic, less pollution, less garbage 
• Clean waterways Bay Carman’s River 
• Cleaner 
• Zero waste policy, No landfill 
• Holtsville – Island 16 area can have an upgrade and attract more people without causing too 

much of a disruption to residential areas. Theres space for more development maybe some 
now stores or businesses, more walkable areas would be nice not really a walking friendly 
areas ecology site can use an upgrade 

 
 

Station #4. The Places We Gather 

This station included a board and large Town boundary map enabling participants to identify areas of 
public activities. Including where you gather, how you get there and what activities you take part in.  
 
Common themes from the ‘Places we Gather’ activity:  

•  Off the coast of Bellport is a popular location for marine recreation including fishing and 
swimming  

• Along Route 25 is a desirable location for shopping and community connections, particularly 
in Middle Island 

• The western portion of the North Shore was identified as place where participants spend time 
whether that be for fishing, biking, schooling or religious practices 
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Station #4. The Places We Gather 

 

 

Station #5. Serving the Generations 

 This station included an opportunity for participants to identify their specific generational needs, 
including services, housing, shopping, healthcare, etc. 
 
Common themes from generational needs station included:  

• Millennials and Generation Z have a need for affordable and attainable housing in their 
neighborhoods 

• Younger individuals need more public spaces where community connections can be fostered 
outside restaurants and bars 

• The older generations feel financial pressure from high taxes, especially from the school 
districts 

 
Generational needs identified by participants include (written as presented, in no order): 

• Traditionalists/Silent Generation 
o Lower the taxes of the elderly w/ no kids in school 
o Create historic communities for the future if not us, our children 

• Baby Boomers 
o Lower taxes for senior citizens 
o Stop building in Patchogue 
o Stop property taxes 
o Taxes for school should stop 

• Generation X 
o More + better healthcare providers for all generations 
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Station #5. Serving the Generations 

• Millennials/Generation Y 
o Affordable housing 
o Less financial burdens 

• Generation Z 
o Affordable housing, public transit, walkable towns 
o Affordable housing for our younger residents 
o Affordable housing or else I will have to move, more fun things to do that don’t 

revolve around eating and drinking, areas where people can just be outside like plazas 
or mixed community spaces, Jobs! Needs to be a better connection between 
education and job skills and what employers are looking for, entry level jobs are 
asking for things we aren’t trained in. Community engagement people my age lack 
social skills and job skills from being indoors and living on the internet 

 

Station #6. Idea Center 

This station promotes participants to share their insights about various topics including energy and 
sustainability, housing options, infrastructure, transportation, community services and recreation for 
the Town of Brookhaven. 
 
Common themes from the energy and sustainability station included:  

• Move away from fossil fuels by incentivizing renewable energy options including wind and 
solar 

• Increase public transportation options so residents do not have to rely on personal vehicles as 
their main transit option 

 
Energy and sustainability ideas identified by participants include (written as presented, in no 
order): 

• Please stop building home complexes  
• Trains, buses 
• More renewable energy wind/solar + BESS to store 
• Support solar + wind energy, move away from fossil fuels 

 
Common themes related to housing options included:  

• While it is not unanimous, many participants desire additional affordable housing options 
preferably near activity hubs 

 
Housing options ideas identified by participants include (written as presented, in no order): 

• Single family homes only 
• Affordable multifamily homes, apartment buildings in town centers 
• I don’t know exactly just something affordable that isn’t bult shoddily and isn’t another luxury 

apartment complex 
 

Common infrastructure themes included:  
• Additional wastewater infrastructure should serve the Town to limit impacts to neighboring 

waterbodies  
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Station #6. Idea Center 

• Creating educational materials for the public to better understand how to be a good citizen 
regarding public infrastructure 

• Expansion of renewable energy projects within the Town 
 
Infrastructure ideas identified by participants include (written as presented, in no order): 

• More renewable energy projects 
• Would love to go back to well water 
• Sewers needed 
• Help the veterans 
• Proper education for the public on how not to pollute, pour things down the drain, illegal 

apartments, plumbing can’t handle the extra people etc. Why is our water quality too poor? 
 
Common transportation themes included:  

• Increasing walkability through alternations to land use including mixed use neighborhoods 
that would improve walkability 

 
Transportation ideas identified by participants include (written as presented, in no order): 

• Safer roads and bike trails 
• Walk: mixed use community spaces with different kinds of events/activities, popups or 

nearby businesses (Ronkonkoma trainyard but better) 
 
Common recreation and open space themes included:  

• Expanding open spaces in local communities that are in jeopardy due to development of 
vacant lands 

• Develop a well-connected system of trails and parks for residents to enjoy 
 
Recreation and open space ideas identified by participants include (written as presented, in no 
order): 

• Towns with car free downtown areas for recreation 
• Add some adult centers 
• Save the Middle Island dog park 
• Connect bike trails 
• Create more open spaces, control overdevelopment 
• More open spaces, less development 
• Open spaces, plazas, mixed-use community spaces, bring back sports plus! (smaller and less 

chaotic maybe lol) non alcoholic night life options  
 
Common community services themes included:  

• A clean and safe environment should be prioritized for resident wellbeing 
 
Community services ideas identified by participants include (written as presented, in no order): 

• Save the Holtsville Animal site it gives identify and makes Holtsville areas special  
• Medford has a preposed areas of industrial commercial zoned property in Brookhaven 
• No substantial lot building ZBA approval  
• Clean air, water is a right law for each person resident in NY State  
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Station #7. Future Land Use Mapping Station 

This facilitated, interactive mapping experience for participants to identify on a District #4 map where 
they would like to stay the same or areas that need change. The following 
 
Common themes included:  

• Several communities assets were identified including a Senior Center on Route 80, a hospital 
to the west of District #4, and Middle Island Dog Park  

 
Comments by participants include (written as presented, in no order): 

• Senior Center 
• Hospital 
• Middle Island Dog Park 

 

 

Station #8. Kids Table 

This was a place for kids to be creative and share their ideas.   

 

Station #9. Take the Survey 

This station included a station board with a QR code enabling participants to take the online 
community survey. 
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Station #10. Other Thoughts 

This station included an opportunity for any additional thoughts and ideas. The comments were as 
follows (in no particular order): 

• Better communication with residents 
• Second that, thank you for wanted to make LI a better place 
• Environmental justice issues in Medford  
• Save the Middle Island Dog Park 
• Send out all citizens letters of comp plan 

 
 
This meeting summary conveys our understanding of the items discussed and agreements reached at this 
meeting. Please forward any additions, corrections and/or questions to my attention. 
 
Submitted by: 
Kerry Gibson, MJ Engineering, Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Land Surveying, P.C. 
cc: Project file, NYSDOS, Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee



 

 12  

 



 

 13  

 

 

 



 

 14  

 

 



 

 15  

 

 

 



 

 16  

 

 


	cc: Project file, NYSDOS, Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee

