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Council District #1 Public Open House #1 Summary

Purpose: District #1 Public Open House #1
Date and Time: May 13, 2026, 6:00 PM — 8:00 PM
Location: New Village Recreation Center, 20 Wireless Rd, Centereach
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The Town of Brookhaven has initiated an update to its existing Comprehensive Plan, originally adopted
in 1996. The Comprehensive Plan will provide a blueprint for long-range planning in the community.

As part of the first phase of public engagements for the Brookhaven Comprehensive Plan, an open
house was held on Wednesday, May 13, 2026, at the New Village Recreation Center from 6:00 to 8:00
PM. The open house drew about 10 participants, including residents, property owners, business owners,
and other stakeholders. Outreach for the event included the project website
(www.planbrookhaven.com), flyers distributed throughout the Town, a press release and project cards.

The open house featured an interactive, walk-through format with ten (10) activity stations. Attendees
were able to explore the stations at their own pace, learn about different aspects of the project, and
share their input and ideas. A Participant Guide was provided to help navigate the stations and
encourage feedback.

The activity stations included:

e Station #1 - Project Overview: The what, why and how of the project.
e Station #2 — Community Profile: Highlights of existing conditions in Both the Town and Council
District #1. This includes most current data available and a series of maps!
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e Station #3 — Vision: Use the sticky notes to describe what makes the Town and Council District
#1 a great place to live, opportunities and concerns, and what you’d like it to be like in 5, 10, or
20 years.

e Station #4 — The Places We Gather: Using the stickers and map, identify where you go, what
you do there and how you get there.

e Station #5 —Serving the Generations: What are your generational needs (Housing, healthcare,
etc.)?

e Station #6 —Idea Center: Share your ideas on a variety of topics such as economic development,
housing infrastructure, recreation and more for the Town.

e Station #7 —Future Land Use Mapping Station: On the map, use markers and sticky notes to
identify areas you would like land use changes and areas to remain unchanged.

e Station #8 — Kids Table: This is a place for kids to be creative and share their ideas.

e Station #9 —Take the Survey: Take the online community survey!

e Station #10 —Other Thoughts: Have more to share? Write it down at this station!

This station provided an overview of comprehensive planning.

e A Comprehensive Plan is both a vision for the future and a blueprint for how to get there. The
Comprehensive Plan will identify a vision for the future and outline a series of
recommendations and steps to implement the vision.

e The planning process is being led by the Town of Brookhaven Department of Planning,
Environmental, and Land Management (PELM), facilitated by a consultant team led by M.J.
Engineering and Land Surveying, P.C., supported by Bay Environmental, Camoin Associates,
and Cashin Associates.

The comprehensive planning effort will be both focused on the big picture townwide, while also
dialing in on the unique district-by-district needs. A vision, goals and suggested recommendations will
be drafted for both the Town and each of the Council Districts:
e Townwide Plan
o Sets the overall vision for the Town’s future
o Addressing shared priorities such as:
= Housing, Transportation, Recreation, Community services, and more!
o Guides policies and decisions that apply across the Town
e District Plans
o Focus on hamlets
o ldentify local challenges and opportunities
o Provide tailored goals for:
= Land Use, Infrastructure, and Redevelopment
o Celebrate what makes each area unique

The Town of Brookhaven is split into six separate Council Districts, and a map was displayed to guide
participants on what district they reside in.
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This station provided an overview of the Town and District #1’s demographics, growth trends,
income, education, and employment. Town and District #1's population, population growth, and
housing statistics were displayed in tables and graphs. Income, education, and employment data were
also displayed in tables and graphs, accompanied by a brief narrative highlighting notable data.
Ten (10) maps were displayed at this station:

e Town of Brookhaven Hamlets

e Townwide Population Density

e Existing Zoning (Town and District)

e Current Land Use (Town and District)

e Environmental Constraints

e Agriculture

e Existing Transportation

e Community Facilities (Town and District)

e Parks, Recreation & Open Space (Town and District)

e Historic Places

Community Profile Highlights include the following:

e Council District #1's population is about 17% of the Town’s population & 11% of the land area

e Significantly younger median age to the Town, which is consistent with the presence of Stony
Brook University

e Population trend differs: Town +6.5%, District +3.7%

e Homeownership is higher (80.4% vs. 75.2%) but below Suffolk County

e Smaller households in Council District #1

e District #1 largely mirrors the Town but stands out for higher median income and educational
attainment, reflecting the influence of Stony Brook University

This station allowed participants to share what they hope Brookhaven will look like in the future and
describe what makes the Town so special to shape the vision for the Town and District #1.

Themes included in what makes Brookhaven a great place to live:

e There is a wealth of involved citizens and strong civic networks that bring positive change to
the community

e A beautiful and clean environment with an amplitude of community spaces and retail options

Themes identified by participants (written as presented, in no particular order):
e Brookhaven has a strong civic network that makes its special
e Open space country setting, stop overdeveloping it, stop overpopulating it
e Economic opportunity, clean air, nice housing, good food
e Diverse communities people from all backgrounds enjoying community spaces

Themes included in concerns and challenges for the Town:

e Housing affordability affects families requiring adult children and the elderly to move away
from their communities
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e Lack of appropriate transit infrastructure specifically for pedestrians creates an unsafe
environment
e Absence of continued investments into public spaces

Challenges/concerns identified by participants (written as presented, in no particular order):

e Affordable housing, young middle income individuals not being able to live close to family
home.

e Challenges — integrating plans for walkable neighborhoods reducing traffic, deprioritizing
vehicle passage over pedestrians

e Lack of central plan, we need walkable spaces, more 3™ spaces for community engagement,
bikability/walkability

e Include south Setauket in list of hamlets for Council District 1, Separate south Setauket from
central election district 116, 95, 163 & 251

e Lack of diversity of housing types, lack of investment in public spaces in mixed use
downtowns

Themes included in opportunities and strengths for the Town:
e With a large state university and hospital, it strengthens the Town’s marketability and
generates an educated and skillful cohort of residents
e Abundant space and buildings that are underutilized that could be activated to stimulate the
local economy and improve quality of life

Strengths/opportunities identified by participants (written as presented, in no particular order):

e State university & hospital, students + employees add to economy and demographics,
diversity, opportunities for collaboration w/ research for topics such as clean water and
vector studies

e SBU, BNL, Housing quality (not price), good people

e No more affordable housings, stop overdevelopment

e Many places to reinvigorate (though need a vehicle to travel to/from)

e Villages like PJ have leveraged public funding resources to improve walkability in the
downtown

Themes included in aspirations for Brookhaven in 5,10, or 20 years:
e A community with an abundance of open space, affordable housing options, and public
transportation maintaining a family-friendly feel.

Aspirations identified by participants (written as presented, in no particular order):
e Modern Suburbia, Updated, limited development. Public transportation, clean water, family
friendly, public parks, recreational areas
e In 20 years | want my daughters to be able to afford to live here
e Not overdeveloped, leave open space alone, keep it country space farms

Themes included in what makes your Hamlet/Council District a great place to live:
e The colorful wealth of historic resources including colonial architecture
e Diversity of natural resources including waterways and open space
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Themes identified by participants (written as presented, in no particular order):

Open space, Historical value, educated people

Nature, history, Greenway trail, colonial architecture

History + harbors

District 5 is being destroyed! Stop building apartments no 15 min city

Themes included in aspirations for in 5,10, or 20 years:

Additional public spaces and resources including open space, bike lanes and walking trails for
public enjoyment

Open space and other natural resources should be safeguarded to ensure future generations
enjoy the beautiful landscape

Focusing on communities, securing a safe walkable neighborhoods for the years to come

Aspirations identified by participants (written as presented, in no particular order):

A safe walkable community that retains its rural/ suburban hangout

More bike lanes = safer streets

More public open spaces & natural resources preservation for public enjoyment

Financial prosperous, community focused, people first focus , growing

Introduction of community centered spaces w/ diverse programming

Expanded & widened/buffered hike & bike trails / rails to trails

For Dist 5: no more apartments, no more development, no more windmills, no more solar
farms, no more battery storage

Fewer vehicles, slower streets

This station included a board and large Town boundary map enabling participants to identify areas of
public activities. Including where you gather, how you get there and what activities you take part in.

Common themes from the ‘Places we Gather’ activity:

The Village of Patchogue is a popular location for recreation, specifically fishing and enjoying
the beach

Along Route 97 is a prominent location for places of worship and educational facilities

South of the Village of Port Jefferson is a prominent area for walking and enjoying community
facilities




Station #4. The Places We Gather

Station #5. Serving the Generations

This station included an opportunity for participants to identify their specific generational needs,
including services, housing, shopping, healthcare, etc.

Common themes from generational needs station included:
e Affordability is a concern across generations, specifically in regard to housing
e For Generation Y and Z, participants desire a upgraded, sustainable, and reliable
transportation options

Generational needs identified by participants include (written as presented, in no order):
e Traditionalists/Silent Generation
@]
e Baby Boomers
o Be able to afford to stay here and enjoy retirement
o Recreation center for Patchogue for seniors, senior discounts
e Generation X
(@]
e Millennials/Generation Y
o Affordable housing, affordable childcare, expanded reliable and affordable public
transit, expanded/interconnected hike/bike networks
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e GenerationZ
o Affordable housing (single family) homes
o LIRR electrification

This station promotes participants to share their insights about various topics including energy and
sustainability, housing options, infrastructure, transportation, community services and recreation for
the Town of Brookhaven.

Common themes from the energy and sustainability station included:
e Increase recycling capacity and capabilities in the Town, so it is easier for residents to divert
waste to landfills
e Incentivize additional renewable resources to maintain reasonable costs and secure
sustainability

Energy and sustainability ideas identified by participants include (written as presented, in no
order):
e Stop overcrowding Brookhaven!
e More recycling, make it easier to collect more things
e Town-owned energy infrastructure commission (where possible) to renewable resources to
preserve costs & ensure long-term sustainability

Common themes related to housing options included:

e While diverse opinions are held on affordability, overall, many participants desire housing
options including multi-family and apartments that are attainable for those of lower income
levels

e As housing needs shift with time, a mix of housing types should be available within the Town
as well, Accessory Dwelling Units should be allowed to accommodate diverse needs

Housing options ideas identified by participants include (written as presented, in no order):

e We need some multifamily housing. Not everyone needs or can afford a house. Our schools
could use a few more students too

e The affordability that <80% of AMI for more than 10% of units, leverage the IDA to incentivize
long-term affordability

e Condos + townhouses not rentals — for young people — seniors

e No more apartments, lower our taxes, let parent feed their own families, single family homes
only

e Mix of housing types, no only single family to allow/support filtering as people’s needs
inevitably change, permit ADUs

Common infrastructure themes included:
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e Development of facilities such as battery storage and solar farms should be done with
intention and without harm to the local community
e Sewer infrastructure should be expanded to protection water quality

Infrastructure ideas identified by participants include (written as presented, in no order):
e No battery storage, no solar farms, stop overdeveloping and keep the aquifer safe
e Bury the powerlines? Expand public sewer connections to preserve water quality

Common transportation themes included:
e Augment current roadways to accommodate for separate bike lanes with enough space to
create a continuous pedestrian infrastructure network

Transportation ideas identified by participants include (written as presented, in no order):
e We need more police! | don’t feel safe in Patchogue
e Wider roads with bike lanes separated from vehicle traffic
e Safe & continuous ped/bike facilities for “complete streets” & accessible for all (ADA
compliant widths, ramps, crossings, signalized intersections)

Common recreation and open space themes included:
e There was a consensus that Brookhaven would benefit from additional public recreation
facilities, particularly spaces that are accessible for all abilities and ages

Recreation and open space ideas identified by participants include (written as presented, in no
order):

e More public tracks/trails/exercise opportunities outdoors

e Stop overdeveloping Brookhaven

e Always could use more

e Farm map is very flawed for CD I, Most land is developed

e Recreational facilities should include amenities for persons of all abilities & all ages, with

opportunities for diverse programming

Common community services themes included:
e Diverse and involved community organizations pepper the Town, and provide residents with
everything from educational services to meal deliveries
e Community service organizations should expand efforts in accounting for the needs of
different cultures and educate residents of the diversity of the human experience

Community services ideas identified by participants include (written as presented, in no order):
e A wide variety of volunteer organizations and non-profits: three village/PJ/PJST/Strong Neck
civic organizations & chambers, Meals on Wheels, Three Village Historical Society, Rotary
e  More things for seniors with discounts, stop over taxing us to pay for illegals
e Community services that account for the needs of all residents & introduce or expose people
to different cultures than their own




Station #7. Future Land Use Mapping Station

This facilitated, interactive mapping experience for participants to identify on a District #1 map where
they would like to stay the same or areas that need change. The following

Common themes included:
e Enlarging the current Setauket Greenway trails

Comments by participants include (written as presented, in no order):
e Expansion of Setauket Greenway hike/bike
e Safe walkable connections investments in upper & down port

Station #8. Kids Table

This was a place for kids to be creative and share their ideas.

Station #9. Take the Survey

This station included a station board with a QR code enabling participants to take the online
community survey.
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Station #10. Other Thoughts

This station included an opportunity for any additional thoughts and ideas. The comments were as
follows:

e Stop looking to build! Try improving our roads and open spaces! No Agenda 2030!

e You need to understand your data better. Vet it for accuracy. Theres an old saying of garbage

in, garbage out. You need to check + verify. Understand what you have before you go any
further

This meeting summary conveys our understanding of the items discussed and agreements reached at this
meeting. Please forward any additions, corrections and/or questions to my attention.

Submitted by:

Kerry Gibson, MJ Engineering, Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Land Surveying, P.C.
cc: Project file, NYSDOS, Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee
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